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STRATEGIC SERVICEZ uNIT
WAR DEPARTRENT
OFFICE OF QENTHAL COUNSEL
STATHEMENT OF JUSTIFPICATION
BUDGET FOR FISCAL YRAR ENDING 30 JUNE 1947

Estimatos for the Office of General (ounssl heve been determined after
caraful consideration.

Pupetion: The Oifice of Jeneral Counsel was ssteblished by General Order do. 10,
effective 10 December 1945, to give legnl advide to the Director and all branchss
of the Strategic Services Unit.

Activities: By the terms of General Order JNo. 10, paregraph III (S}, the Office
of General Counsel "Shall advise, and prepare studies and reports for the Iirector
on all lezal matbers arising in connection with the work of the organisation.”
This Eranch also reviews, before any comnltments are made, all contracts, agree~
menta, leasea and other legsl pepers to whieh 38U is & party; renders legal advice
and handles legal matters pertaining to sll pheses of operations of 35Y; and ad-
vises snd sasists the Finance Pranch in ascerteining and determining proper pro-
cedures with respect to Spselal Funds to insure that propsr mnd accurate account-~
ing of expenditures ls maintalned. The Branch furtbsr gives asmergency legal
easistence; hendles problems of leases, conveyances and other guestions of resl
property inwvolving 3833 sxanmines and approves, in advance of fasus, all orders

snd regulations contalning legal questlons promulgated by the Ddrector and all
830 SJeneral Orders, Speclal Orders, Administrative Instructions, Interoffice
Wemoranda and other directives which report, intervret or invelvs statutes,
Government regulstlons, decisions of the egourts, the ittorney CGeneral, the
Comptroller densral, or similer authorities.

Coordination: All relstions with other sgencles or instrumentalities of the
Soverrmment Involving any legal problems perteining to 537 or its sctivities sre
handled tbrough and wlth the conecurrence of the (fflice of Seneral Counsel, and
it has beon sssiyned the scle responsibility for llaison wlith the Legislative
Branch of the Jovernment (sse Stalfl lemorsndum Ho. 15, dated 1& Jecsuber 1948).
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It has frequent contacts with the Department of State and the Immigration and
Naturallzation Service on citigenship and naturalizstion problems involving 330
personuel. It alsc works with the Trassury Department on S$SU Agent-Cashier
matters and other financlal problems and with the Buresu of Internal Revenus

on tax metters. felations with the Tnited Statea Employees? Jompensation Come
ai;sic?fgn death and disabilisy claims of 33U personnel are also handled by
this O Coe

Chenge in Punetion: With the cessation of hostilities and the partial liguida-
tTon of the Lrils the mission of the Genersal Counsel's Office has changed cone
siderably. %ith lessening security problems, all routine legal mstters have
been handed over to other offices who norsally perform such functions for Coverne
ment agencles. Thus contract terminstions are hsndled by the Contraget Diviasien,
claims are referrsd to the {laims Officer at headquarters, =nd other functions
previously handled by this 0ffice have been othsrwise disposed of. fThe present
directive Ifrom the Uirector specifles that Jeneral Counsel's Office ahxll devote
itselfl to those legal problems peculisr to the Unit and its current setivities,
and to such problems arising out of past sctivitiss as involve security or can-
not be handled by other “Jovernment offices. ®ith this narrowing and defining

of this Office’'s mission, it is estimated that the Office can operate adequately
wlth a greatly reduced steff, and, sinee this ataff will no longer work as
closely with the military branches of the Covermment, it 1s thought that the

uge of Army and Navy officers can no longer bs justified. Conssquently, an

all civilian staff ils recommended herein. This estimate has been clscussed
with and snproved by the Zirector's Office.

SECRET
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(Organizational Chart)

s dfn
e

OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL

GENERAL COUNSEL

ASSISTANT GENERAL COUNSEL

Finance

ASSISTANT GENERAL COUNSEL

sdministrative; Advisory
snd Research; Conkracts

L
5

a,}&

Approved For Release 2005/01/05 : CIA-RDP57-00384R000200130110-6




Approved For Release 2005/01/05 : CIA-RDP57-00384R000200130110-6

Exhiblt IX

( Punetional & Flow of Materisl Chart)
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Personal Services: Although the routine work will be far less than the Office

: uring vhe war, it is anticipated that the special legal problems of
the mit willl incresase in numbar and technical difficulty during pesce~time
activities, During the war the great majordty of the agency's operations wers
carried on in active theabers of war where the Avmy regulations were the only
lew which need be followed. This mede it comparatively simple to reach s
practical deeision un most of the legel difficulties. As the theaters are de~
activated local law will apgalin ecome intc force and experisnce with problems
which have heretcfore arisen in neutral countries indicates that the impsct of
local law invariably creates iniricate legal altuations. In addltion, the
eventusl termination of the Emergency War Powers in the United States will ereste
complicated guesticns on the extent of the authoriiy under which the Unit operates.
For an indeterminate time also, the [low of a great variety of problems arising
out of past operstions and the liguidation of many setivities wlll continue to
be referred to this O0{flce.

General Counsel: 'The Jonersl Counsel acts 8 the heed of the Office in all
exacutive and administrative matters. e is solely responsible fo the Dirse-
tor for all the legal advice and decisions emanating from the Office. All
work of the Office ls directed through and penerally supervised by him, ine
eluding the coordination of work performesd for other branches of the agency
and limison with other Government agenecles on legal matters. In addition,
the General Counsel is required by the nsture of his duties to psrform cer-
tain special confidential legal services for the Director, Ixeeutlve Officer,
-and branch and office Chiefls.

Assistant Jeneral Counsel: One Assistant Ceneral Counsel 1s assigned to the
strabive, savisory and research, and contracts work of the Office. e
asalste the Jensral Lfounsel direetly and aetz for him In his absence. In
general, he does the ground-work where investigation, research and the prepara=
tion of memoranda end lepal documents are requirsd. Problems involving all
aspects of the law, from war ocrimes tc corporation lew, are hendled. Hesearch
ip international law will become increasingly more important. He will frequently
edvise other branches of the Unit directly on behalf of the General Counszel on
matters relsting to such questions as immigretion and naturalizetlon, procure-
ment and other operations whereln security considerations prevent reference to
the normsl channels. He will review end report to the Jeneral (ounsel on the
publications which effect the legal status of the agency, such as Congreasional
Record, Federal Register, opinions of the Attorney ZJeneral and Comptroller
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Asslstent Genersl Counsel (Finance): The Assistant Genersl Counsel {Finance)
handYos the most hlghly apaeEsIIza& work. It 1s his duty to advise on all
financial matters peculiar to the Unit but especially on Special Funds Pro=-
Llems. In effect, he i3 almost a separste office, as for the most part he
makes decisions for Specisl ~unds directly on behalf of the Cenersl Counssl.
Only those Spsciml Funds matter: which are of apecisl importance or involve
questions of pollcy are brought to the General Counsel, In all cages, of
course, the decision is the responsibility of the Genersl Counsel glthough

due to the separate and speclalized nature ol the work he must depend lergely
upon his assistant. All financial matters other than sSpecisl Funds are chane
nelled through normal office nrocedurss. These inelude budret matters, sdminie
strative contrel of expendliturss, advice tc the Director and other branches on
logal aspects of Novernment finanee, and the handling of corpensation claims

¢f Speclal Funds employses in cooperation with the ., 5. %mployees! Compensation
Commisalon.
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OFFICE OF OEWERAL COURSEL
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